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hails strategic medical partnershlps

we\tnmed Dr. Cheriyan and the Mayo Cl

Safriya Palace yesterday. The visit marked

ic delegation, c

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khaifa received Dr. Geurge Cheryan, CE0 of lheAmenran Mission Hospital (AMN), accompanied by a delegaion from the Mayo Clrc, at Al
teen Mayo Clircand King Hamad Amerian Mision Hosital n Bahrain. M the King
ifi

't milestone in

fo

ertise,

to providing top-tier healthcare to tmzens and residents. Dr. Cheriyan expressed
gramude to His Majesty for the unwavering support extended to A ang s St dnce s esablhment i gavan, reflecting the enduring Bahraini-American friendship and
joint efforts to strengthen blateral refations.

Dates set for
public holidays

TDT | Manama

s Royal Highness

Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, yesterday issued a
circular regarding the pub-
lic holidays of the National
Day and the Anniversary of
His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa’s Acces-
sion to the Throne.

Under the circular, the
Kingdom’s ministries, gov-
ernment departments and
public institutions will
be closed on Monday and
Tuesday, corresponding to
16 and 17 December 2024,
respectively.

Syria developments
TDT | Manama

ign
s closely mon-
itoring the ongoing devel-
opments in Syria. Bahrain
supports the sovereignty
and the safety of the Syrian
people.

220 fils (includes VAT)
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HRH Prince Salman affirms Kingdom’s investment in healthcare and medical training

TDT | Manama

ahrain is committed to
Bdcvcloping healthcare
ervices across public

and private hospitals, as well as
enhancing training for medical
professionals through partner-
ships with prestigious interna-
tional i mstvtutmn~
This was emphasised by His
Royal lhghne\s Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, as he met yesterday with the
Me: irector of the Mayo
Clinic Global Consulting, Dr Bri-
an Costello, at Gudaibiya Pala

hrain

HRH Prince Salman com- ~
HRH Prince Salman receives Dr Brian Costello

mended the Kingdom’s efforts
in advancing Bahrain’s health-
care sector, which supports the
Kingdom’s comprehensive de-
velopment, led by His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

His Royal Highness noted the
importance of strengthening

cooperation between Bahrain’s
medical sector and international
medical institutions to improve
the Kingdom’s medical care and
treatment services.

He welcomed the cooperation

agreement between King Ham-
ad American Mission Hospital
(KHAMH) and the Mayo Cli
Care Network.

This partnership will inte-
grate KHAMH into the global

————x

Mayo Clinic Care Network,
providing access to expertise,

ic resources, consultations, and

training.
HRH the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister empha;

the importance of enhancing
healthcare services across both
public and private sectors to
ensure high-quality care for all
citizens and residents.

Gratitude

Dr Castello expressed his
gratitude for the opportunity to
meet with His Royal Highness,
noting HRH the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister’s unwaver-
ing commitment to develop-
ing the Kingdom’s healthcare
through public-private partner-
ships.

Dr. Castello concluded by
wishing the Kingdom further
progress and prosperi
e Minister of Finance and
National Economy, His Excel-
lency Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa
Al Khalifa, and the Minister of
Cabinet Affairs, H.E. Hamad bin
Faisal Al Malki, also attended
the meeting.

Major powers press Iran to halt nuke expansion

AFP | Paris

ritain, France and Germany
sterday pressed Iran to
“immediately halt its nuclear
escalation” after the UN nuclear
watchdog reported Tehran had
sharply stepped up uranium en-
richment actiy
“We, the governments of
France, Germany and the United
Kingdom, condemn Iran’s lat-
s... to expand its nuclear
programme;” the three countries
said in a joint statement.
Iran has revamped an enrich-

ment plant at Fordo, south of
cording to an Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(1AEA) report

The changes would “signifi-
increase the rate of pro-
duction of uranium enriched up
t0 60 percent”, the IAEA said - on
its way to the 90 percent needed
to make a nuclear weapon.

Berlin, London and Paris, who
along with the United States
have held talks with Iran said
they “strongly urge Iran to re-
verse these steps, and to imme-
diately halt its nuclear escala-

tion”.

They recalled that their dip-
lomats had met the Iranians in
Geneva last week to discuss the
country’s nuclear programme

“and reiterated their commit-
ment to dialogue and construc-
tive behaviour”.

Weapons capability

Iran insists on its right to nu-
clear energy for peaceful pur-

oses and has consistently de-
nied any ambition of developing
weapons capability.

But according to the IAEA, it

is the only non-nuclear-weapon
state enric] ing uranium to 60
percent pur

TAEA chlef Rafael Grossi told
that Tran’s ex-
n of enrichment was “a
clear message that they are re-

sponding to what they feel is
pressure”.

Iran said last month that it
would launch “new and ad-
vanced” centrifuges in response
to an IAEA resolution that cen-
sured Tehran for what the agen-
ey called lack of cooperation.

Tehran has twice been cen-

sured at the 1AEA’s 35-nation

est motion brought by Britain,

Germany and America,

ctions have further hol-

lowed out the JCPoA (nuclear

deal),” the European govern-
S sa erday

ay.

Nuclear tensions between
Iran and the West have sim-
mered since Donald Trump dur-
ing his first term as US president
tore up a landmark 2015 deal
with Tehran that exchanged
sanctions relief for limits on its
nuclear programme.
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Employ locally or pay ‘more’

Boost for Bahrainisation as MPs approve expat worker permit fee hike

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

irms face higher permit
Fco>r> after Parliament ap-

proved a plan tying expat
worker fees to Bahrainisation
quotas following a heated de-
bate yesterday.

The plan, led by MP Muneer
Suroor, forces companies to
employ more Bahrainis or face
rising charges on foreign work
permits over three years.

Firms employing fewer than
70 per cent Bahraini staff in
roles considered appealing to
locals will see permit costs rise
by 20 per cent in the first year,
35 per cent in the second, and
50 per cent in the third.

Joh opportunities
“This isn’t just abuut polic;
t's about ensu oppor.
tunities for B.lhminu," Suroor
said. “Despite major govern-
ment investment in education
and training, foreigners still
dominate the workforce. This
law pushes businesses that re-
fuse to hire ]u(als to rethink
their approa

He also ci l icised the Labour
Market Regulatory Authority
(LMRA) for changing its stance

~

MP MUNEER SUROOR

after earlier backing the pro-
al.

“The LMRA initially support-
ed the idea but later hesitat-
ed, claiming the labour market
couldn’t handle such a shift.
Meanwhile, the Bahrain Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(BCCT) keeps worrying about
business costs while ignoring
the deeper issue of over-reliance

8

MP AHMED AL SALLOOM

on expat workers,” he said

Changes

MP Ahmed Al Salloom,
warned that small businesses
would bear the brunt of the
changm, a(rugglmg to cope with
higher costs or to find qualified
B.Jhr.nn n time.

“Businesses will either raise
prices or risk shutting down,” he
said. “We need clear guidelines
on which roles are considered
suitable for locals and how firms
can adapt.”

Mp Abdulwahid Qarata
shared these concerns, arguing

a ng permit fees alone
won't solve unemployment
Real action

“Adding charges won’t create
jobs unless we see firm political
will,” he said. “We don’t need
more reports or committees.
‘What we need is real action.

Qarataalso criticised the lack
of clear targets in the plan, say-

2

MP ABDULWAHID QARATA

ing Mps should have demanded
a precise list of affected sectors
before voting.

“We can’t back something this
vague and hope for the best. We
need to know exactly which jobs
will be impacted and how busi-

es are expected to adjust,”
the lawmaker said.

He referenced a National Au-
dit Office report showing that
expats account for 90 per cent
of private-sector workers.

Aarms

“That should set off alarms,”
he added.

Suroor dismis;
the plan was too vague, insisting
that Bahrainis could fill dozens
of common roles, including ad-
ministrative, accounting, and
banking jobs.

He also criticised the Flexi
Work Permit system, calling it
“a free pass for businesses to
deline Bahrainis and flood the
market with foreign labour.”

Public expat workers exceed
budget by BD26 million: MP

TDT | Manama

Pubm sector spending
on expat employees has
surged beyond its approved
budget by more than BD26 mil-
lion, MP Dr Mahdi Al Shuwai-
kh has revealed, warning that
hidden expenses could w
more heavily on state finances
than official figu ggest.

Dr Al Shuwaikh criticised
the overspend, noting that
while the government had al-
located 124 million dinars for
foreign staff, actual expenses
had exceeded BD150 million

“This isn’t just a budgeting
slip — it’s unchecked spending
on perks and privileges many
Bahrainis can only imagine;
he said.

He drew attention to over
BD180,000 being paid in car
allowances and an additional
BD160,000 in communication
allowances for foreign public
sector workers.

“The vast majority of Bah-
rainis don't get such benefits,”
he pointed out, questioning
why these expenses were al-
lowed to balloon.

Concerns

Dr Al Shuwaikh also raised
concerns about less obvious
costs, Sueh s healtheare and
free education for the children
of foreign employees.

“Many foreign staff have
their children educated in the
kingdom for free, while quali-
fied Bahrainis remain jobless
or are forced to seek work
abroad,” he remarked.

He urged the government to
rethink its hiring policies and
prioritise Bahraini talent, par-
ncularlvl]m:ewlth specialised
degree:

Graduates

“We have a wealth of Bah-
raini graduates, including
those with rare qualifications,
who are either unemployed

iah

Non-Bahraini employees
‘were brought in on
temporary contracts in
2023 and 2024,

or working overseas,” he said.

Tnresponse, Minister of P:
liamentary Affairs HE Ghanim
Al Buainain confirmed that
5,800 non-Bahraini employees
currently work across min-
istries, agencies, and govern-
ment bodies governed by the
Civil Service Law, with most
employed in health and higher
education.

“Nearly 90 per cent of them
— around 5,220 employees
— are concentrated in these
two essential sectors,” he ex-
plained.

Addressing concerns about
recent hiring, the minister said
133 non-Bahraini employees
were brought in on tempo-
rary contracts during 2023 and
2024, mainly for academic and
medical roles.

Urgent needs

“They were recruited to
meet urgent needs in high-
er education institutions and
public healthcare services;” he
said, adding that health cen-
tres have already achieved full
Bahrainisation.

Al Buainain’s comments
came during a parliamentary
ion yesterday in response
to Dr Al Shuwaikh’s formal
Question about foreign hires
in the past two years.

Defending the recruitment
drive, the minister stressed
that the foreign staff brought
in were filling highly techni-
cal positions for which there
were no suitable Bahraini can-
didates at the time.

MPs back plan to scrap pharmacy branch limit

TDT | Manama

Plnns to allow Bahrain’s phar-
macies to open unlimited
branches advanced after MPs
approved a government-draft-
ed proposal yesterday to serap
a long-standing limit, despite
warnings of market overcrowd-
ing.

Parliament voted in favour
of removing Article 28 of De-
cree-Law No. 18 of 1997, as
amended by Decree No. 98 of
2024, which currently restricts
pharmacies to five branches,
with a sixth allowed only under
strict conditions.

The decision still requires ad-
ditional legislative steps before
becoming law.

MP Jalal Kadhem supported
the proposal, bing the
branch limit as “a major hurdle
to investment in the pharmacy
sector”

He warned that the restriction
blocks licensed operators from
expanding, conflicting with free
market principles.

“Limiting the number of phar-
macy branches reduces com-
petition, restricts consumer
choice, and drives up medicine

prices,” Kadhem said.

Restriction

He added that the restriction
discourages foreign and regional

H.E. Jaleela Sayed, Health Minister

.

MP Jalal Kadhem

it-driven operators could domi-
nate the market,” urging Parlia-
ment to reconsider.

investment, particularly from  However, other MPs defend-
Gulf-based asitcon- ed the government's proposal
tradicts Bahrain’s obligations as a way to improve access to

under GCC economic agree-
ments.

“Gulf market regulations al-
low unrestricted expansion in
line with population growth and
urban development.” he said.
“Keeping this outdated law risks
excluding Bahrain as a prime
investment destination for re-
gional pharmacy operators.”

The Services Committee,
which had recommended re-
jecting the government-backed
proposal, warned that removing
the cap could flood the mar-
ket, push smaller operators out
of business, and lower service
quality.

Concerns

In its report, the committee
raised concerns that “prof-

medicine and encourage fairer
competition.

MP Mohammed Janahi dis-
missed the existing cap as out-
dated.

“We need to reduce medicine
prices and make them mor
widely available,” he said, call-
ing the Services Committee’s
concerns “out of touch.”

Competition

MP Mohammed Al Balushi
agreed, arguing that greater
competition would naturally
ower prices and improve ser-
vices.

“The country is expanding,
and competition will force busi-
nesses to offer better prices and
higher standards,” he said.

MP Abdulhakim Al Sheno

urged the government to widen
the pharmacy network ahead of
the national health insurance
scheme expected in 2025.

“We must strengthen our
healthcare system before rolling
out such an ambitious project,”
he said, calling for tighter over-
sight as part of the process.
Medicine pricing

MP Basma Mubarak urged for
clearer rules on medicine pric-
ing, ensuring the public benefits
while businesses remain viable.

She described the proposed
change as “a practical decision
with clear benefits.”

Supreme Council of Health
Secretary-General Dr Ibrahim
Al Nawakhda reassured MPs
about regulatory oversight, not-
ing that Bahrain currently has 36
pharmacy inspectors monitor-
ing the sector.

He said the existing team was
“adequate for now” but could
expand if the number of phar-
‘macies rises sharply.
Restrictive laws

Responding to concerns
about monopolies in medicine
imports, Al Nawakhda denied
the existence of restrictive laws,
explaining that pharmaceutical
companies themselves choose
local agents based on interna-
tional business practices,

He added that Bahrain’s Na-
tional Health Regulatory Au-
thority (NHRA) does not limit
the number of authorised im-
porters.

Her Excellency Health Minis-
ter Jaleela Sayed said the pha
macy sector was expanding,
with 131 new outlets opening
between 2022 and 2024.

She reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s efforts to simplify the
process of registering med-
nes, saying this would “in-
case availability, lower prices,

and prevent monopolies while
ens
i

a

ring drug safety and qual-

Market conditions

When asked by Parliament
Speaker Ahmed Al Musallam
about price differences between
Bahrain and neighbouring Gcc
Sayed explained that
prices were set by suppliers
based on local market condi-
tions.

However, she stressed that in-
troducing more suppliers would
likely reduce prices.

“We are shaping a legal en-
vironment that encourages in-
vestment while keeping public
health a top priority,” she said.
“The law gives us room to adapt,
ensuring both economic pro-
gress and the well-being of our
citizens.”

Gulf woman
wins damages
after car
vandalism

H Naser
TDT | Manama

Gulf woman has been
awarded significant
damages after her car was
vandalised while parked in
a hotel’s parking lot.
The woman, represented
by lawyer Azeezah Saleh
Al Bastaki, filed a lawsuit
against the hotel, claiming
negligence and seeking
compensation for both ma-
terial and emotional dam-
ages.
According to court doc-
uments, the woman dis-
covered e damage
to her vehicle - mdudmg
damage to the side mirrors,
front license plate, a punc-
tured tire, and damage to
the right-side bumper -
upon her departure from
the hotel.

Police report

The damage was reported
to the hotel management
and a police report was
filed.

Despite the police in-
volvement, the perpetrator
remains unidentified.

tens
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By MOHAMMED AL A'ALI

PHARMACIES n
Bahrain  coul be

allowed to open unlim-
ited number of branches
across the country

MPs yesterday approved
2 goverment-drafied leg-

ed rejecting the move, say
ing it would pul phammacics
buasin s,
However, MPs backed
the government, forward
endment to the Shura
Council for review and ap-

woval
Meanwhile, Pa
Speaker Ahmed Al Mus-
allam questioned the high
ket prices of medicines

ament

0
in Bahrain in_comparison
with the GCC and other
parts of the world

Health Mimstes Dr Jalila

ministerial decisions were
on the way to reduce the
prices of medicines and end
mouop

“The prices we receive
from importers in Bahrain
are based on the quantities

A PROPOSAL secking 1o
intraduce higher work penmit
fees for expatriate euployees
in busincsses faling to meet
Bahrainisation  iargets b
been approved by MPs.
The motion, spearheaded

by MP Muncer Suroer, was
passed namowly by 18 to 17
votes yerterday:

ale more job opp:
for Bahrainis by
progressively high
expatriate work permits over
ee years.
The proasal mggests that
businesses faling short

uata for
realiog'te ifzmas woud fce
sienifican fee hukes
inder the plan, expatri-
ate work permit fees would
increase by 20pc in the fust
your, 33pc in the second year,
and 50pc in the third year
The fee would retum to
the normal rate if bus
acliicve the stipulated quota

Thod the proposslbe
implemeed. oo oyt
businesses could sec these
fees nise to BD120 in the first
year, BDI3% in the second
aud BD150 i the thurd year
for each expatriste employee

Ms Suroor believes that
cxpes conld be ol mnde
redundat’ in account
banking positions and P b

= Dr Al Sayyed, left, and Mr Al Buainain

they buy and
the markel na-
ture, and sale
prices are et
accordingly.”

porters in fu-
ture  wi cer-
tainly reduce
prices. There are many legis-
Iations and decisions fo make
ty medicines  available
embers of the public at a
chenper rate,

Dr Al Sayyed said allowing
phamcice io open ed
ea wouid serve he nesds
d residents.

istrative jobs mmongst a list of
27 ather professions he has com-
pile

itiative aligns with Bab-
rain's ongoing efforts to enhance
Bahvainisation, a policy designed
to inerease the participation of
Balwuns natonal in the private
sector warkforce.” sai
oo “By financially motvat .g
compaines to meet hiring
for Babeaicss, the propona eeks
to address the challenges posed
by an aver-reliance on cxpairiate
Tabour in certain industnes and
commercial enitis.” be
inesses need to take seri-

jobs that they
nd \w—1l||n; 1o perform
“This praposal cnsures that com-
panics share respousibility for sup-
posting the national worklorse
LMRA chief executive Nibra

“The  phar-
maceutieal sec-
for is dynamic
and is set to

v r

“A lotal of
131 phanmacies

® Parilament session in progress. Pitures: ABDULAMIR AL SALATNA

argument between acting ser-
vices committee chairman MP
Mohanuned Al Olaiwi and MP
Hisham Al Awadhi, who ac
cused the for iy
from the ecssion.

2022-2024 and

73 closed. with opemng and
clusllr!s being unelated

¢, here are 456 licensed

licensed

Bahraini

)
vate geclor
“The debate wilnessed a tense

“T went out to take my med-
ication, everyone knows that 1
am suffering from high blood
pressure and 1 only mushed out
Tor two minutes,” explamed Ms
Al Olaiwi, He collapsed during
the session twa weeks ago and
was taken 10 & hospital.

u MPs asking to speak

Taib backed the proposel. How-
he ¢ mposition
of bighee fott 40 ol 63 werk

The higher fees should be
imposed in genersl on such per-
s as (e government prioriniscs
Babruiras out of a national com-

Parlimment's financial a
nomic affairs comnutice chairman
MP Ahmed Al Sallosm wamned
the proposal could lead to an in-
crease m prices for goods and
services since it would be an ad-
ditional expensive if no cutable
Babrainis were found to fill the
posts.

“It is cither a price hike to meet
the additional fees, or 3 huge dam-
age to operations, should no Bah-
smuns be found in ime”

“Babrainisation is a priority to

local businesses but there is n
real list of what jobs are con
nd what are not

ap)
i this proposal

Wb Nodieahed Ot
claimed that 90pc of the private
sector was filled by exparinte
workers, which mems (hat the fee
inerease would have to be met by
sinesses.
naging business 1o
they already em-
play Baheainie, and are co-or
nating with those concemed to
attyact more,” he swid

Reducing the expatriate work
force in the private sector wl
should be addressed_dhn
more dhoroogh plu’
proposal, he mygeste

o Chamber aied

for a compreliensive study, saying

" on the econ

perenssiol

Mr Al Awadhi said he didn’t
wmean o offend anyone aud was
ouly seeking answers fo some
queries

Committee chairwoman MP

emment-drafted legislation on
agning a mulual investment

pportunities agreement with
Hong Kong mmm it to

Parlimuent’s services conm
tec secommended the proposal be
[

fos. ihairviein Jukls A
who have called for 1
in private schools for
graduates in Arabic L
Telsenic and Social S

Pacliatmca fast deputy spsakies
ssd the subjechs should be tanght
by Bahrainus and not by other
Arab nationals

“These are compulsory require-
ment cubjects ot all schools, and
who betier to teach them than
Bahrainis?" b asked

The Education Ministry has
backed the plognul

A proposal by five MPs led by
Mokin Al Asboal to have new
medical recnuts in the private

Amendments to the 2002 N;
ndit Office (NAO) Law
to bring sports and labour fed-
erations and associatio
the office’s scrutiny wi
clrwwn for two weeks 10 allow
further review by the relevant
amimitiee.
& comes as Mr Al Mus
allam officially referred the
NAO's 2023-2024 audit report
e financinl and economic
i conmitsefo revier.

Green light for proposal on higher work permlt fees

aud the Private Hospitals Associ
Sion ve basked e ples Tomr
Keen_ poinied that dhe proposal
could also be modified ta enable
maismam benefits for Bahraim
medi ivale seclor

Mr Al ool has aleo called
for cancellaton of the wandato-
7y onc-year-tramng in Habrain
for o aduates who have
completed their cducation abroad
under another unammously ap-
proved propos;

The Health Ministry, the Na-
tional Health Regulatory Ao
ty and BDF Hospital said the one-
year training was necessary for
medics fo acquire a local lice

e
All propasals wall naw be re-
viewed by the Cabinet
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